
Croydon Creek Nature Center: Spring Festival and Native Plant Sale 

Innovative Programs – Natural Resources 

On April 27, 2019, the City of Rockville hosted its annual Spring Festival and Native Plant sale through 

Croydon Creek Nature Center (CCNC) under the direction of Nature Center Director Elissa Totin. The 

event features native plant sales, woodland hikes, sustainability exhibits, and nature games and crafts. 

The native plant sale provides residents with educational opportunities relating to Rockville’s 

environment and engages residents in increasing native plant populations and improving local 

biodiversity. The sale is open to the public and engages Rockville residents and surrounding 

communities in Montgomery County. The plant sale is promoted through many avenues including 

posters displayed in local public libraries and community centers, pamphlets at local grocery stores, the 

Rockville Recreation Guide, the City website, and City email and print newsletters. The events are also 

promoted on social media by the City of Rockville and Croydon Creek Nature Center’s Facebook and 

Instagram pages. The annual budget of the plant sale is between $1,000 and $1,500, which is primarily 

spent on plants. The sale recuperates all the costs of the plants, so the program is self-sustaining. While 

the event is not formally evaluated, it attracts many residents and is a popular with families in Rockville. 

The sale has helped to facilitate the start of a native plant garden at the Croydon Creek Nature Center 

that is maintained by resident volunteers.  

Due to COVID-19, the Spring Festival and Native Plant Sale were cancelled in 2020 and 2021. In lieu of 

the event, Croydon Creek Nature Center developed innovative ways to engage residents at home and 

virtually during the pandemic, including Nature to Go Mini-Kits, Saving Nature Now Activity Booklets, an 

Earth Month Facebook campaign, and virtual and socially distant classes and hikes. The in-person spring 

festival and native plant sale is expected to resume in spring 2022. 





 

 


