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Rockville Sustainability Survey 

1. Do you participate in any of the following activities?

  No Yes
I might, if I had 

information

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Buy locally grown food 8.8% (22) 74.5% (187) 16.7% (42) 2.08 251

Attend a Farmers Market 17.9% (45) 74.9% (188) 7.2% (18) 1.89 251

Grow food at home 45.6% (114) 48.0% (120) 6.4% (16) 1.61 250

Grow food in a community garden 85.6% (214) 3.6% (9) 10.8% (27) 1.25 250

Compost household kitchen waste 46.4% (115) 41.1% (102) 12.5% (31) 1.66 248

Attend classes on nutrition, healthy 

cooking or preserving locally grown 

food (canning, pickling, etc.)
69.8% (176) 7.5% (19) 22.6% (57) 1.53 252

Join a Community Supported 

Agriculture (CSA) group (where you 

buy a share of locally grown 

produce and it is delivered weekly 

to your neighborhood)

55.8% (140) 13.5% (34) 30.7% (77) 1.75 251

  answered question 252

  skipped question 0
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2. Do you use or participate in any of the following Rockville services and resources?

  No Yes
I might, if I had 

information

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Health, fitness and recreation 

activities
34.0% (83) 57.0% (139) 9.0% (22) 1.75 244

Community or recreation centers 37.7% (92) 54.5% (133) 7.8% (19) 1.70 244

Parks, trails or playgrounds 10.7% (26) 88.0% (213) 1.2% (3) 1.90 242

Youth and family services (such 

as Achievers, mentoring, parenting 

programs and counseling)
87.7% (213) 4.5% (11) 7.8% (19) 1.20 243

Housing, employment or financial 

counseling and education services
90.5% (219) 5.0% (12) 4.5% (11) 1.14 242

Rockville Emergency Assistance 

Program
90.9% (221) 2.1% (5) 7.0% (17) 1.16 243

Rockville Holiday Drive 64.0% (155) 19.0% (46) 16.9% (41) 1.53 242

  answered question 245

  skipped question 7



3 of 25

3. In your opinion, how valuable are the following activities for supporting our local 

economy?

 
Not 

Valuable

Somewhat 

Valuable

Very 

Valuable
Don't Know

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Holding local business roundtables 

to discuss current conditions, 

challenges and opportunities

7.5% (18) 48.3% (116) 34.2% (82) 10.0% (24) 2.47 240

Promoting local businesses and 

non-profits through the “Buy 

Rockville” Campaign

6.7% (16) 34.6% (83) 51.7% (124) 7.1% (17) 2.59 240

Recognizing local businesses for 

“going green”
5.9% (14) 31.1% (74) 58.4% (139) 4.6% (11) 2.62 238

Providing incentives for companies 

to locate, maintain or expand their 

business in Rockville

4.6% (11) 27.9% (67) 60.4% (145) 7.1% (17) 2.70 240

Other (please specify) 

 
20

  answered question 242

  skipped question 10
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4. How concerned are you about any of the following issues?

 
Not 

Concerned

Somewhat 

Concerned

Very 

Concerned
Don't Know

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Pet waste 31.4% (75) 46.4% (111) 20.5% (49) 1.7% (4) 1.92 239

Litter 8.9% (21) 45.1% (107) 45.1% (107) 0.8% (2) 2.38 237

Flooding 30.3% (71) 49.1% (115) 17.5% (41) 3.0% (7) 1.93 234

Eroded and polluted streams 6.7% (16) 33.5% (80) 59.8% (143) 0.0% (0) 2.53 239

Not enough trees 23.0% (55) 43.5% (104) 31.8% (76) 1.7% (4) 2.12 239

Non-native invasive plants (kudzu, 

English ivy, etc.)
13.0% (31) 39.9% (95) 44.5% (106) 2.5% (6) 2.37 238

Overuse of pesticides or fertilizers 5.9% (14) 35.1% (84) 58.2% (139) 0.8% (2) 2.54 239

Drinking water quality 12.1% (29) 26.4% (63) 60.7% (145) 0.8% (2) 2.50 239

Air quality 8.4% (20) 28.7% (68) 62.0% (147) 0.8% (2) 2.55 237

Graffiti 32.2% (76) 41.1% (97) 25.4% (60) 1.3% (3) 1.96 236

Other (please specify) 

 
29

  answered question 239

  skipped question 13
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5. Do you participate in any of the following activities?

  No Yes
I might, if I had 

information

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Recycle at home or at work 0.4% (1) 99.6% (238) 0.0% (0) 2.00 239

Limit fertilizer and pesticide use 10.9% (26) 87.4% (209) 1.7% (4) 1.91 239

Select native plants when gardening 22.7% (54) 60.9% (145) 16.4% (39) 1.94 238

Remove non-native invasive plants 30.0% (71) 49.8% (118) 20.3% (48) 1.90 237

Clean up a local stream 46.0% (109) 32.1% (76) 21.9% (52) 1.76 237

Monitor water quality in a local 

stream
65.7% (157) 9.6% (23) 24.7% (59) 1.59 239

Conserve water in the home and 

yard
10.5% (25) 84.4% (200) 5.1% (12) 1.95 237

Install a rain barrel 50.4% (119) 21.2% (50) 28.4% (67) 1.78 236

Attend an environmental or nature 

center activity
35.0% (83) 41.8% (99) 23.2% (55) 1.88 237

Volunteer for an environmental 

event or committee
46.2% (110) 26.1% (62) 27.7% (66) 1.82 238

Nominate an individual, group or 

business for a Rockville 

Environmental Excellence Award
71.2% (168) 6.4% (15) 22.5% (53) 1.51 236

  answered question 239

  skipped question 13
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6. Did you know that the following items CAN be recycled in Rockville’s single-stream 

recycling program?

  No Yes
Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Paper towel rolls, cardboard and 

pizza boxes
8.4% (20) 91.6% (217) 1.92 237

Phone books and junk mail 4.2% (10) 95.8% (228) 1.96 238

Milk cartons and juice boxes 12.2% (29) 87.8% (208) 1.88 237

Empty aerosol cans 34.5% (82) 65.5% (156) 1.66 238

Rinsed detergent and bleach 

containers
9.7% (23) 90.3% (215) 1.90 238

Plastic bags and bubble wrap 21.9% (52) 78.1% (185) 1.78 237

Plastic yard furniture 47.0% (111) 53.0% (125) 1.53 236

  answered question 238

  skipped question 14

7. Have you used any of the following to properly dispose of household hazardous materials 

or electronics?

  No Yes
Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Calling Rockville’s Refuse and 

Recycling Program to arrange 

pickup
64.0% (151) 36.0% (85) 1.36 236

Taking items to Montgomery 

County's Shady Grove Transfer 

Station

21.9% (52) 78.1% (185) 1.78 237

Taking items to a household 

hazardous waste or electronics 

collection event
58.2% (138) 41.8% (99) 1.42 237

  answered question 238

  skipped question 14
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8. How concerned are you about any of these issues?

 
Not 

Concerned

Somewhat 

Concerned

Very 

Concerned
Don't Know

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Cost of electricity 7.2% (17) 41.9% (99) 50.8% (120) 0.0% (0) 2.44 236

Cost of fuel used for transportation 7.6% (18) 31.4% (74) 60.6% (143) 0.4% (1) 2.54 236

Environmental impacts of using 

nonrenewable energy (coal, nuclear, 

natural gas or oil)

3.0% (7) 24.6% (58) 71.6% (169) 0.8% (2) 2.70 236

Greenhouse gas emissions 

generated by burning fossil fuels 

(coal, oil or natural gas)

3.4% (8) 26.1% (61) 68.8% (161) 1.7% (4) 2.69 234

Local impacts from climate change 

(such as increased frequency of 

severe storms, heat waves or 

droughts)

8.1% (19) 31.6% (74) 57.3% (134) 3.0% (7) 2.55 234

  answered question 236

  skipped question 16
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9. Do you participate in any of the following activities?

  No Yes
I might, if I had 

information

Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Take action to make my home or 

business more energy efficient 

(upgrades to lighting, appliances, 

insulation, weather stripping, etc.)

4.7% (11) 92.8% (219) 2.5% (6) 1.98 236

Get a professional energy 

assessment/audit of my home or 

business
50.6% (119) 27.2% (64) 22.1% (52) 1.71 235

Walk or bike to work 66.8% (155) 32.3% (75) 0.9% (2) 1.34 232

Use public transportation or carpool 

to work
59.4% (139) 39.7% (93) 0.9% (2) 1.41 234

Drive a hybrid or alternative fuel 

vehicle
77.8% (182) 18.8% (44) 3.4% (8) 1.26 234

Purchase electricity from renewable 

sources (wind or solar) through a 

local energy provider
44.1% (104) 27.1% (64) 28.8% (68) 1.85 236

Use onsite renewable energy (solar 

electric, solar hot water or 

geothermal) at my home or 

business

70.3% (166) 5.1% (12) 24.6% (58) 1.54 236

Calculate my carbon footprint (a 

snapshot of your energy use and 

greenhouse gas emissions) using 

an online calculator

55.9% (132) 16.9% (40) 27.1% (64) 1.71 236

  answered question 236

  skipped question 16
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10. What priority should Rockville place on the following actions to create a more 

sustainable future?

  None Low Medium High
Rating 

Average

Response 

Count

Buy local 0.9% (2) 15.1% (35) 46.6% (108) 37.5% (87) 3.21 232

Provide high quality parks, facilities 

and recreation programs
0.9% (2) 5.2% (12) 30.2% (70) 63.8% (148) 3.57 232

Provide access to healthy, locally 

grown foods
0.9% (2) 11.7% (27) 36.4% (84) 51.1% (118) 3.38 231

Promote compact, walkable and 

mixed use neighborhoods
2.1% (5) 9.8% (23) 29.1% (68) 59.0% (138) 3.45 234

Preserve historic buildings 5.2% (12) 20.8% (48) 34.2% (79) 39.8% (92) 3.09 231

Promote alternative transportation 

options (such as walking, biking, 

bus, Metro)

1.3% (3) 7.3% (17) 34.3% (80) 57.1% (133) 3.47 233

Increase the use of fuel efficient or 

alternative fuel vehicles (hybrids, 

electric, biodiesel, compressed 

natural gas, etc.)

2.1% (5) 17.2% (40) 42.5% (99) 38.2% (89) 3.17 233

Reduce energy consumed by 

homes, businesses and Rockville 

government

0.9% (2) 6.9% (16) 31.6% (73) 60.6% (140) 3.52 231

Increase the use of renewable 

energy (solar, wind, geothermal) by 

homes, businesses and Rockville 

government

1.7% (4) 10.7% (25) 30.5% (71) 57.1% (133) 3.43 233

Increase green building practices 

used in new construction and 

retrofits

1.3% (3) 6.8% (16) 24.4% (57) 67.5% (158) 3.58 234

Ensure clean and reliable drinking 

water
0.0% (0) 0.9% (2) 14.7% (34) 84.5% (196) 3.84 232

Improve stormwater management 

and community watershed 

stewardship (stream cleanups, 

monitoring, pollution prevention)

0.0% (0) 4.7% (11) 34.3% (80) 60.9% (142) 3.56 233
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Increase waste reduction, reuse 

and recycling
0.9% (2) 3.0% (7) 26.0% (60) 70.1% (162) 3.65 231

Other (please specify) 

 
28

  answered question 234

  skipped question 18

11. Do you live in Rockville? 

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 91.5% 215

No 8.5% 20

  answered question 235

  skipped question 17

12. How long have you lived in Rockville?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Less than one year 1.9% 4

1-4 years 19.2% 41

5-9 years 17.8% 38

10+ years 61.2% 131

  answered question 214

  skipped question 38
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13. Do you rent or own your home?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Rent 7.9% 17

Own 90.7% 194

Not applicable 1.4% 3

  answered question 214

  skipped question 38

14. Do you work in Rockville?

 
Response 

Percent

Response 

Count

Yes 42.1% 99

No 38.7% 91

Not applicable 19.1% 45

  answered question 235

  skipped question 17
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15. Would like to share your email address for any of the following? (optional)

  Yes
Response 

Count

Send me updates on Sustainable 

Rockville initiatives.
100.0% (77) 77

Send me information about 

environmental volunteer 

opportunities.
100.0% (48) 48

Email Address (optional) 

 
86

  answered question 80

  skipped question 172


