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I. Definitions  

The term “complete streets” is defined by the National Complete Streets Coalition as follows: “Complete 

Streets are streets for everyone. They are designed and operated to enable safe access for all users, 

including pedestrians, bicyclists, motorists and transit riders of all ages and abilities.” The power of this 

philosophy is that it advocates balance in the transportation system. It specifies that a complete street 

enables safe access for all users.  

According to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) the term “green streets” is defined as follows: 

“Green streets achieve multiple benefits, such as improved water quality and more livable communities, 

through the integration of stormwater treatment techniques which use natural processes and landscaping.”  

II. Vision  

The City of Greenbelt shall be a place where pedestrians, cyclists, public transportation vehicles, and 

motorists can navigate the City safely and with ease. This policy will direct the City of Greenbelt to 

develop and provide a well-connected, visually attractive transportation network, that balances the needs 

of all users, and promotes a more livable and sustainable community.   

III. Purpose and Need 

The City of Greenbelt recognizes that roadway projects, whether new or reconstruction, are potential 

opportunities to apply Complete and Green Street principles. The City will, to the maximum extent 

practicable, design, construct, maintain, and operate all streets to provide for a comprehensive and 

integrated street network that is safe and accessible for all users. This central idea of a Complete and 

Green Streets Policy would enhance the legacy of the City of Greenbelt.  

The adoption of a Complete and Green Streets Policy will facilitate the following:  

 Develop a more comprehensive, integrated, and connected transportation network that offers 

a wide variety of choices 

 Improve transportation safety for users of all ages and abilities  

 Reduce the number of vehicular, pedestrian, and bicycle-related crashes and fatalities  

 Incorporate sustainable stormwater management strategies in street infrastructure 

 Promote better health outcomes as a result of increased physical activity  

 Reduce emissions through increasing opportunities for travel by foot, bike, and public transit 

 Increase transportation access and options for individuals and families who have limited 

access to automobiles  

 

IV. Policy Statement 

The City of Greenbelt shall strive to complete all road construction and reconstruction projects in a 

manner that will accommodate the safety and convenience of all users in accordance with Complete and 

Green Streets principles.  

 



V. Scope 

The principles of Complete and Green Street design shall be applied at all stages of new road construction 

projects, and shall be considered in reconstruction projects to the maximum extent practicable. The 

variation in width of City rights-of-way may have an effect on the ability to incorporate Complete and 

Green Streets principles on some sections of roadway. Where projects involve other jurisdictions or other 

transportation agencies, The City of Greenbelt will work with those jurisdictions or agencies to 

implement this policy.  

It is understood that transportation priorities may vary by area and facility, though new road construction 

is urged to accommodate as many users as possible. Where reconstruction would result in excessive 

expense or disruption of the area, local transportation priorities shall be respected. 

If a section of a road is being reconstructed and accommodates Complete and Green Streets principles, 

the entirety of that road should be updated accordingly, as funding and timing permit. 

Public input will be required before the implementation of a Complete and Green Streets project. 

VI. Exceptions 

Exceptions to this policy must be approved through the Department of Planning and Community 

Development and the Department of Public Works.  

Exceptions are as follows:  

 Where limited right-of-way prohibits the installation of bicycle, pedestrian and or stormwater 

practices that would not meet applicable design guidelines. 

 Projects for which the cost of compliance with the Complete and Green Streets policy guidelines 

would be excessive as compared to the need or use of the particular street; 

 The low levels of existing and planned population, traffic volumes, or level of transit service 

around a particular roadway demonstrate an absence of current and future need 

 Minor repair or repaving projects 

 Instances where the incorporation of all elements would disrupt the historical inner walkway 

system, green space, tree cover, protected environmental areas, or residential private property; 

 Other specific, individual exceptions from any of the above policies as approved by the City 

Council. 

 

VII. Design Guidelines 

The City of Greenbelt shall follow accepted or adopted design guidelines, using the best and latest design 

guidelines available. These guidelines include, but are not limited to: 

 American Association of State Highway and Transportation Official (AASHTO) guides 

 National Association of City Transportation Officials (NACTO) guides 

 Maryland State Highway Administration (SHA) guides 

 Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) Standards for Accessible Design guidelines 

 Prince George’s County Department of Public Works & Transportation (DPW&T) guidelines  

 U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Municipal Handbook: Green Streets  

https://nacto.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/04/AASHTO_Bicycle-Facilities-Guide_2012-toc.pdf
https://nacto.org/publication/urban-street-design-guide/
https://www.roads.maryland.gov/OHD2/Bike_Policy_and_Design_Guide.pdf
https://www.ada.gov/regs2010/2010ADAStandards/2010ADAStandards.pdf
https://www.princegeorgescountymd.gov/DocumentCenter/View/4789/DPWT-Specifications-and-Standards-for-Roadways-and-Bridges-PDF?bidId=
https://www.epa.gov/sites/production/files/2015-10/documents/gi_munichandbook_green_streets.pdf


The Complete and Green Streets principles outlined above should be applied in consideration of the 

context of the neighborhood in which a project is located, in addition to the context and heritage of 

greater Greenbelt.  

VIII. Implementation  

The City of Greenbelt shall incorporate Complete and Green Streets principles into the City decision-

making process with the following actions: 

 Actively seeking funding opportunities necessary for the implementation of Complete and Green 

Streets projects 

 Implementing  street design guidelines which are contextually sensitive, based on area character 

and heritage  

 Incorporating Complete and Green Street policies into relevant plans, procedures, and manuals  

 Offering workshops for staff members and the public to learn more about Complete and Green 

Streets policies 

 Offering educational opportunities for the public to learn more about the use of Complete and 

Green street elements, such as bicycle lanes  

 When available, the City shall encourage relevant staff to attend professional development and 

training on non-motorized transportation issues through attending conferences, classes, seminars, 

and workshops  

 Developing a Complete and Green Streets Checklist to be used for all construction and 

reconstruction projects  

 Maintaining an inventory of sidewalks, streets, bicycle facilities, crosswalks, bus stops, bus 

shelters, stormwater management projects 

 

IX. Performance Measures  

The Department of Planning and Community Development shall coordinate the tracking of Complete and 

Green Street elements implemented per calendar year with the Department of Public Works, and shall 

include performance measures in the City’s Annual Operating Budget that quantifies road improvements 

completed consistent with this policy.  

Improvements to be tracked in accordance with this policy include: 

 ADA compliant roadway improvements  

 Number of crosswalks built or improved   

 Number of street trees planted 

 Square feet of sidewalk repair  

 Miles of bike lanes and sharrows installed  

 Number and type of stormwater management facilities built or improved 

 Number of bicycle racks installed  

 Number of fatalities and crashes for all modes of transportation 

 Number of bus shelters built or improved 

 Number of bus stops made accessible   


