
Berwyn Heights GreenBee 
The GreenBee is your monthly guide to tips and resources from the Green Team! If you’d like to share your 

ideas—or join our email list—please email us at bgreen.berwynheights@gmail.com, or contact Therese 

Forbes, outreach coordinator, at 301-982-7115. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 12 at 7:00 p.m. at the 

Town Center—all residents are welcome to attend! 
 

 

Build Your Own Rain Barrel at Our FREE Rain Barrel Construction Workshop! 

Sunday, May 17, 2:00 p.m.-4:00 p.m. at the Town Center 
 

 
 

Using a rain barrel can provide a free water source for gardens and lawns, and can save hundreds of gallons of 

water during peak summer months. Attend a free workshop on Sunday, May 17 from 2-4 p.m. at the Town 

Center to learn how to build and install your own rain barrel!  

  

Through a generous grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust, the Green Team is coordinating a hands-on rain 

barrel construction workshop. You will be provided with free materials and step-by-step guidance at the 

workshop on how to assemble your own rain barrel. You will be able to transport it home yourself, or Public 

Works can deliver it to your home for you.  

 

Also during the workshop, the Citizens to Conserve and Restore Indian Creek (CCRIC) will provide 

information about watershed protection issues and the importance of rain barrels in helping to reduce 

stormwater runoff. 

 

Workshop space is limited, so please be sure to register by Wednesday, May 13—see below for details! 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Rain Barrel Workshop Registration Form 

To register, return this form to the Town Center,  

or email bgreen.berwynheights@gmail.com by Wed. May 13 

 

Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

mailto:bgreen.berwynheights@gmail.com
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Berwyn Heights GreenBee 
The GreenBee is your monthly guide to tips and resources from the Green Team! If you’d like to share your ideas—or 

join our email list—please email us at bgreen.berwynheights@gmail.com, or contact Therese Forbes, outreach 

coordinator, at 301-982-7115. Our next meeting will be Tuesday, July 21 at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Center—all residents 

are welcome to attend! 
 

Did You Miss Our Rain Barrel Construction Workshop in May?  

Here’s Some Information on How to Build Your Own Rain Barrel 
Through a generous grant from the Chesapeake Bay Trust, the Green Team coordinated a rain barrel construction 

workshop in May. We had a great turnout, and close to 30 residents got to build and take home their own rain barrels! If 

you missed the workshop, below is some information about the importance of rain barrels and how you can build your 

own—and potentially get a rebate from the county for doing so. 
 

Why should I have a rain barrel? 

 A rain barrel is small-scale conservation practice that collects and stores rooftop runoff. Preventing runoff is 

important because it can cause erosion that destroys in-stream habitat and that can deliver excessive sediment, 

bacteria and trash to Indian Creek, the Anacostia River, and eventually the Chesapeake Bay.  

 Also, using a rain barrel can provide a free water source for your yard, and can save hundreds of gallons of water 

during peak summer months. Since rain water is soft, oxygenated, devoid of chlorine and other chemicals, it can 

help improve the health of your plants, lawn and trees. 
 

How do I make a rain barrel? 

 Finished rain barrels are available commercially for $100 or more online and at many hardware stores.  

 However, they are relatively easy and inexpensive to construct yourself. One local place to purchase barrels is 

True Value Dollar in Riverdale, and a helpful site for purchasing rain barrel supplies is rainbarrelparts.com 

 There are also many websites and videos that guide you through this project, such as “Building a Rain Barrel” by 

the Maryland Department of the Environment: http://tinyurl.com/cpeyayb and “Take Action: How to Install a 

Rain Barrel” by the Chesapeake Bay Program: http://tinyurl.com/n7ofon6  
 

What are some recommendations for installing a rain barrel? 

 Place the barrel at least 15” above the ground on leveled cinderblocks, and face the overflow valve away from 

your foundation. 

 Be sure to level the barrel before it fills with water, because a full rain barrel can weight over 400lbs. 
 

How do I maintain my rain barrel? 

 Clean gutters regularly to reduce debris, empty your barrel after significant rainfall, and clean the rain barrel 

periodically and inspect it for clogs and leaks. If a leak forms, aquarium caulk can be used to fix it.  

 In the winter, it is recommended to remove and drain rain barrels to prevent ice damage. 
 

Can I get a rebate for installing a rain barrel at my residence?  

 Yes, you might be eligible for a rebate to cover the costs of purchasing a rain barrel through Prince George’s 

County’s Rain Check Rebate program. 

 To qualify for the Prince George’s County Rain Check Rebate, rain barrels must capture a minimum of 100 

gallons. Most rain barrels hold 55 gallons, so in most cases more than one rain barrel will be required. Visit this 

website for more information and how to apply: http://tinyurl.com/kkb2qxb  
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  Common Questions about Rain Barrels  

Why Should I Have a Rain Barrel? 
-A rain barrel is small scale conservation 

practice that collects and stores rooftop 

runoff.  

-Runoff can cause erosion that destroys in-

stream habitat and can deliver excessive 

sediment, bacteria and trash to the Indian 

Creek, the Anacostia River, and eventually the 

Chesapeake Bay.  

-Provides a free water source for gardens, 

lawns and car washing, particularly useful in 

times of drought. 

-Since rain water is soft, oxygenated, devoid 

of chlorine and other chemicals, it can help 

improve the health of your garden, lawn and 

trees. 

You are eligible for a rebate from the county. 

To qualify for the Prince George’s County 

Rain Check Rebate, rain barrels must capture 

a minimum of 100 gallons. Most rain barrels 

hold 55 gallons, so in most cases more than 

one rain barrel will be required. 

Visit this website for more information and 

how to apply: 

http://tinyurl.com/kkb2qxb 

 

 

How Can I Receive a Rebate for My 

Rain Barrel? 
Homeowners are eligible to apply for the $50 

rebate online or by mail. To have the form sent to 

you by mail, contact Natalia Sanchez at (410) 974-

2941, ext. 114. There is a rolling deadline for the 

application and you are able to apply up to 12 

months after instillation of your rain barrel.  

When you apply, it is helpful to know the total 

area of your roof and the area of the roof that will 

drain into the rain barrel (in square feet). Also 

hold onto any receipts you’ve acquired as proof of 

purchase. 

There is no pre-inspection required for rain 

barrel instillation. You do not need to hire a 

contractor for this job, you are allowed to make 

and install it yourself and there is no permit 

required. There will be a post-instillation visit by 

DER (Department of Environmental Resources) to 

confirm you have a rain barrel. 

 

How Do I Make a Rain Barrel? 
Finished rain barrels are available commercially 

for $100+ online and at many hardware stores. 

However, they are relatively easy an inexpensive 

to construct yourself. 

Basic Materials and Tools: 
-50+ gallon barrel that is durable and rust-proof  

-3.5’ vinyl hose (3/4”x5/8) 

-Grate, screen or colander 

-PVC male pipe adapters 

-Female garden hose bib 

-3” vinyl gutter elbow 

-Waterproof sealant 

-Teflon Tape 

-Drill or hole saw 

-Router, jigsaw or coping saw 

-Measuring tape 
 

Local places to purchase barrels: 
 

Cheverly Pepsi Plant (barrels are $10 each) 

Call Recycling Coordinator at (301) 341-2326 
 

True Value Dollar (barrels are $36) 

6617 Riverdale Rd. Riverdale, MD 20737 

(301) 459-9340 

 

Buy pre-made Rain Barrels online, at garden 

supply stores and at local hardware stores like 

Lowe’s and Home Depot.  

 

http://tinyurl.com/kkb2qxb


 

How Do I Maintain My Rain Barrel? 
-Clean gutters regularly to reduce debris 

-Empty your barrel after significant rainfall. 

-Clean the rain barrel periodically and inspect it 

for clogs and leaks. 

-If a leak forms, aquarium caulk can be used to fix 

it. 

-In the winter, it is recommended to remove and 

drain rain barrels to prevent ice damage. 
 

Will Rain Barrels Harbor Mosquitoes? 
It is not likely that you rain barrel will become a 

breeding ground for these pests. However if you 

do find you are having a problem with 

mosquitoes you can purchase Mosquito Dunks 

(which are made from organic material) to 

prevent breeding. Another option would be to 

add a couple of tablespoons of vegetable oil or 

summer horticulture oil (which will not harm 

your plants). The oil will float on the surface of 

the water and suffocate the mosquito larvae. 
 

What if My Rain Barrel Has Algae? 
Algae growth can be a problem if rain barrels 

are in direct sunlight. 

-Empty the barrel and wash it with a dilute 

bleach solution (¾ cup bleach per one gallon of 

water). 

-Rinse the barrel well after bleaching and dispose 

of the bleach water in a household drain. 

 

 

 

 

Tips 
 

Instillation 

-The ideal time to install a rain barrel is in the 

spring after the last frost because the best time 

to collect rain is from April to November. 

-Place the barrel at least 15” above the ground 

on leveled cinderblocks. 

-Be sure to level the barrel before it fills with 

water. A full rain barrel can weight over 400lbs. 

-You can install multiple rain barrels, in series, to 

a single downspout. 

-Face the overflow valve away from your 

foundation. 
 

Decorating 

You can be creative with your rain barrel by 

painting it. 

-Lightly sand the plastic outside so the paint 

sticks better. Acrylic based paint works best. 

-There is also primer and spray paint made for 

plastic. 

-It would be best to protect your paint job with a 

protective clear coat. 
 

Note 

Collected rain water is not intended to be used 

for drinking, cooking or bathing. It is also not 

recommended to water edible gardens with 

collected rain water due to potential rooftop 

contaminants. 

 

Online Resources 
Do your research before installing a rain 

barrel. There are many websites and videos 

that guide you through this project. Here are a 

few: 
 

“Building a Rain Barrel” by the Maryland 

Department of the Environment 
 

http://tinyurl.com/cpeyayb 
 

“Take Action: How to Install a Rain Barrel” 

(Video) by the Chesapeake Bay Program 
 

http://tinyurl.com/n7ofon6 
 

“How Can I Make a Rain Barrel?” by the US 

Environmental Protection Agency 
 

http://tinyurl.com/333chhj 
 

“How to Build and Install a Rain Barrel” by the 

South River Federation and the Center for 

Watershed Protection 
 

http://tinyurl.com/o6xamaz 
 

 “How to manage stormwater: Rain Barrels” by 

the City of Portland Environmental Services 
 

http://tinyurl.com/qxfnh36 
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Chesapeake Bay Trust Grant Report 
 

The Role of Rain Barrels in Promoting Healthy Watersheds (Town of Berwyn Heights, MD) 
 
Project Summary 
 
A. Overview and Outcomes 
Through the generous support of the Chesapeake Bay Trust, the Town of Berwyn Heights’ 
Green Team conducted a community workshop in May 2015 focusing on the importance and 
usefulness of rain barrels as a way of managing stormwater runoff and as a water source for 
gardens and yards. The event included an educational component related to watershed and 
stormwater management issues, as well as provided attendees with materials for building a 
rain barrel and hands-on instruction. Specifically, workshop attendees were guided through the 
construction of their own rain barrels for use at their residences. 
 
The Green Team held the rain barrel construction workshop on May 17, 2015, outside of the 
Town Center for 30 individuals. At the beginning of the workshop, participants learned about 
some of main issues affecting the health of local watersheds and ways that individuals and 
communities can promote watershed protection through a presentation from Pat Blankenship, 
a long-time member of Citizens to Conserve and Restore Indian Creek (CCRIC). 
 
Workshop attendees were each provided with materials to construct their own rain barrels, 
which had been purchased using the grant funds from the Chesapeake Bay Trust and funds 
provided by the Town of Berwyn Heights. Participants were then guided step-by-step through 
the process of putting together their rain barrels, and Green Team members provided one-on-
one assistance as needed as well. At the conclusion of the workshop, many participants took 
home their rain barrels on their own, although a few attendees did request the assistance of 
the town’s Public Works Department staff to deliver the rain barrels to their residences.  
 
 
B. Definition of Project Success/Achievement of Grant Metrics 

In the grant proposal, the Green Team indicated that a successful workshop would be one that 
attracts 30 attendees from Berwyn Heights and surrounding neighborhoods. This goal was 
achieved, and was done so through marketing the event in a variety of ways to residents—
through the town bulletin, promotion on the town’s website and the Green Team’s Facebook 
page, as well as emails sent to the town listserv and other community listservs. Almost all 
participants indicated living in Berwyn Heights.   
 
 
C. Public Involvement/Volunteers 
The six members of the Green Team, who are all volunteers, planned and led the workshop 
activities. The Green Team received assistance from the Town’s Public Works staff and the Town 
Administrator. Also, one community member with experience building rain barrels helped lead the 



workshop rain barrel construction activities. Additionally, a representative from CCRIC served as a 
volunteer presenter to provide participants with information on watershed issues at the beginning 
of the workshop. We estimate that the total number of volunteer hours associated with the 
planning and conducting of the workshop was approximately 30 hours. 
 

Workshop Volunteer Presenters: 
 CCRIC representative, Pat Blankenship: Pat has served a leading role at CCRIC for more than 

a decade and is very knowledgeable on issues related to watershed protection stormwater 
management.  

 Diana and Rodger Agonoy, Rain barrel construction demonstration presenters: Diana and 
Rodger Agonoy are a married couple that has lived in Berwyn Heights for more than three 
years. They are very active in the community, volunteering for the town clean-ups and for 
the elementary school and community garden’s work days. Diana is currently a member of 
the Berwyn Heights Green Team and the Community Garden Planning Committee. Diana 
and Rodger previously held a successful on-site rain barrel demonstration at the Berwyn 
Heights Community Garden. Between the two, they are familiar with using hand tools for 
well over 20 years. Rodger was formerly an instructor in the U.S. Navy and has experience 
training others how to use and maintain heavy equipment. 

 

D. Demographic Information of Community/Population Served by Project 
According to 2013 U.S. Census Bureau’s Population Estimates data, the Town of Berwyn Heights has 
a population of 3,212 individuals. Regarding specific demographic information for the town, 2013 
American Community Survey (ACS) data indicate that the median resident age is 33 years, and there 
are 1,050 housing units. In terms of residents’ reporting of race, 49% are white, 27.1% are Hispanic 
or Latino, 14.4% are Black or African American, 7% are Asian and 2.5% are two or more races. 
Participants of the workshop reflected the town’s demographics. The members of the Green Team, 
who are all volunteers and residents of Berwyn Heights, planned and led the workshop activities. In 
addition, the idea of the workshop was a result of members of the community contacting the Green 
Team and Town Office with questions about installing rain barrels.    
 

E. Other Water Quality Related Environmental Activities (at local school or in broader 
community) 
The Town of Berwyn Heights had already recognized the importance of watershed protection 
and already had in place a number of stormwater management practices. For example, at the 
Town Center there are multiple rain barrels already installed, as well as a rain garden.  

Additionally, at Berwyn Heights Elementary School (BHES), there is an environmental club for 
students that regularly meets to engage in learning projects on a range of environmental issues, 
including water quality. Also, in partnership with the Department of Public Works, in 2014 BHES 
student winners of the school’s Earth Day project added six new storm drain labels on and 
around the school grounds. BHES also added a rain barrel and an educational sign about rain 
barrels at the school gardens. All of the students (K-6th grade) take part in using the rain barrel 
to water the gardens.  

 



F. Project Outreach/Educational Activities/Materials 

At the workshop itself, the Green Team provided copies of the flyer the team had previously 
developed containing detailed information about the importance of rain barrels, how they can 
be built and installed, how to qualify for a rebate through the county program, as well as other 
helpful tips and suggestions. 
 
To follow up on the workshop, in the town’s July 2015 bulletin, the Green Team included 
information about the role of rain barrels in protecting watersheds and some key points about 
how to build a rain barrel. The bulletin is delivered to approximately 1,110 households/local 
businesses.  
 
 
Project Evaluation 
 
Methods to Evaluate Success of Project 
The Green Team developed an online evaluation survey through Survey Monkey for the 
workshop that attendees were asked to complete, which included questions about the overall 
usefulness of the workshop and whether participants learned about new information related to 
watershed and stormwater management issues. In addition to informal positive comments 
members of the Green Team received during the event from attendees about the usefulness of 
the workshop, the team emailed all of the participants soon after the workshop with the link to 
the online survey and received nine responses. All survey respondents rated the workshop as 
excellent/very useful and all indicated that they learned new information from the workshop 
about watershed protection and stormwater management issues. In terms of what respondents 
thought were some of the most useful aspects of the workshop, all indicated appreciation for 
receiving free materials for making a rain barrel, eight of the respondents indicated they found 
the instructions for constructing a rain barrel to be helpful, and seven respondents thought the 
information about stormwater management and watershed protection issues was useful. 
 
Successes and Challenges 
Successes: The most notable success of the project was that the Green Team met its workshop 
participant goal of 30 participants. Also, there was active engagement of the participants 
throughout the workshop, and the attendees indicated both through informal comments and 
the online survey that they found the workshop to be valuable. The team is very appreciative of 
the Chesapeake Bay Trust’s support of this workshop, because being able to provide residents 
with rain barrel materials free of charge likely helped contribute to meeting the workshop 
attendance goal.  
 
Challenges: As this project was a distinct one-day event as opposed to an ongoing initiative, 
there were no significant challenges in implementing this project. Some minor challenges were 
that obtaining and transporting the rain barrel supplies was logistically complicated, but those 
issues were addressed through partnering with the town’s Public Works department. 
 



Recommendations for other communities: Although it was only a short one-day workshop, 
planning and coordinating the logistics for the event to be successful involved a fair amount of 
time, which is a factor that other communities interested in similar projects should consider. 
For example, it took time to research the best materials to use and find those materials at a 
reasonable price. During the workshop, it was helpful to demonstrate building one rain barrel 
first, prior to working with participants to make their own rain barrels. Also, some of the 
success of the workshop attendance potentially could be attributed to the fact that the Green 
Team has become a recognized community organization among residents, having been in 
existence since 2012. Consequently, other community organizations may find that similar types 
of workshops will be more successful if they have established some recognition and 
connections among the community they intend to engage.   
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