Dune Patrol Program
Thanks for your interest in the program.   This is self paced independent program that is an invaluable service provided to the Town of Ocean City.  
The dune patrol is our first line of defense.  They are our eyes on the front-line.  Should problems arise where the dunes need some attention, the volunteer assigned that area will be our first contact.   However, that is not a very common occurrence.  The primary duties as a Dune Patrol Volunteer is to survey the assigned dunes and keep them clean of trash, debris, litter, wood, garbage, etc.  This is very important to keep the dunes free of debris not only for the aesthetics reasons but for the stability of the dunes. The vegetation is critical in the stability of the dunes.  Debris can smother and kill the vegetation.    Walking on the dune vegetation will also kill the vegetation so care must be given stepping around the plants.  The volunteers also can gently remind people not to go in the dunes but not to extremes.  We are here to educate not prosecute.

The program is a self paced and independent.  Volunteers schedule clean-ups according to their availability.  Some areas may need to be cleaned up every week and some areas quarterly.  It is up to the individual volunteer to determine how often their dunes need attention.  We send out a semi-annual reminder one in April around Earth Day and one in September around Coastal Clean-up Day for organized cleanups.  Supplies and literature are available in the Engineering Office Monday to Friday 8 am to 5 pm.  
Please contact the Engineering Office if you want to volunteer and be assigned a section of the dune to steward at 410-289-8825 or email gblazer@oceancitymd.gov.   

Once again, thank you for your interest in the Dune Patrol.  
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This is a photo of the Dune after a severe Nor'easter.  You can see the roots of the Dune Grass are over 12' long. This photo illustrates the protective power the dune vegetation can have on the stability of the dunes.

Yearly reminders
Yearly reminders are sent out to the Patrol reminding them of their obligation and to inform them of upcoming events. 

Notice to dune patrol.  This is a courtesy email to let you know we are having a clean up this weekend.  Dune Patrol still works at their own pace and schedule.  You are welcome to stop by City Hall for supplies.  Thanks for all you do!!

Just hoping the rain holds out.  

MCBP, Town of Ocean City and Ocean City Surf Club 
7th Annual Earth Day Clean Up Saturday, April 9th 
 

Maryland Coastal Bays, Town of Ocean City and the Ocean City Surf Club are hosting their 7th annual Earth Day clean up, Saturday, April 9th.

 

Last year over 100 volunteers joined forces and helped the town and coastal protection agencies pick up trash in the wetlands and sand dunes.

 

Volunteers are encouraged to pre-register with Coastal Bays in advance so there will be plenty of supplies and assignments. Garbage bags, gloves and a commemorative tee shirt are provided to all volunteers while supplies last. Register your team by either emailing sandis@mdcoastalbays.org or calling 410-213-2297 ext. 106. 

 

You can also register the day of this clean up. Check in and registration on Saturday will be held in the Gazebo on 3rd street at the city town hall beginning 10 am.  A clean up area will be assigned to you at registration unless you have an area of preference. 

 

Maryland Coastal Bays Program is also seeking sponsors for this event to help fund the commemorative T-shirt.  Students participating in this event receive community service credits.

 

MCBP and OCSC are 501 (c) (3) non- profits dedicated to protecting our local area waterways. Both offered memberships and plenty of opportunities for you to volunteer to help keep our waterways clean.

 

                

Gail Blazer

Environmental Engineer

Town of Ocean City

P.O. Box 158 

Ocean City, MD 21843

(410) 289-8825

(410)289-8703 Fax

301 Baltimore Ave

Ocean City, MD  21842

Press Release requesting new members

The Dune Patrol season kickoff was a huge success.  Forty-five people showed up at the meeting on Saturday, Earth Day, to meet the coordinator and pick up supplies.  Twenty-seven new dune patrol volunteer have offered their service to this efforts.  The volunteers received a permit to enter the dunes, an official dune patrol hat, literature to pass out, a litter-gitter to help them pick up trash and trash bags.  The Dune patrol was established to develop a group of volunteers to help keep our dunes clean and litter free.  The volunteers are deputized to enter the dunes to pick up trash and to educate others of the importance of maintaining the dune and staying out of them. The volunteers are on call should complaints be received concerning specific dune areas. Additional volunteers are needed for areas mostly between 68th Street and 116th Street. For more information call the Environmental Engineer, Gail Blazer, at 410-289-8825 to adopt dunes.  

