Storm Water Program

The Town of Ocean City is classified as a priority funded area and a smart growth area.   This means we want to focus our effort within the Town to help prevent urban sprawl and encourage redevelopment of old building and promote urban renewal.  With this in mind we still need to protect the environment and enhance our habitat.  Ocean City is a barrier island which is tidally influenced.  We address our stormwater in a number of ways.  Water quality if the primary focus. The redevelopment projects have regulations to follow and the Town projects include best management practices consistent with the regulations.  We also provide incentives for private property owner to include residential best management practices.
We have town ordinances that address development and redevelopment in the town.   This is includes the stormwater and critical area regulations.  These laws require that the development and redevelopment meet a water quality volume and reduce pollutants by at least 10% from pre-existing conditions.  Also, the post development runoff has to be 50% less than the pre-developed volume.  A revision to the stormwater ordinance requires that Environmentally Sensitive Design be considered first as a best management practice.    The Town of Ocean City has been on the forefront of the environmentally sensitive design with the use of landscape infiltration and bioretention along with the use of pervious paving and other alternative surfaces for infiltration of stormwater.   Roof top disconnection with water draining to pervious surfaces is a primary management practice that works well with our pattern of development and ultra urban environment.  The Town of Ocean City is considered a redevelopment community and is tidally influence so the full water quantity volumes are not required however some areas of town have to treat one inch of 100% of the impervious surface and don't get the redevelopment credit.  We have a database of all existing best management practices and a calculation of the pollutant removal of each measure.   
There is a provision in these ordinances that allow for a program fee to be charged and a fee-in-lieu option. These fees and other mitigation fees are collected and held in a deferred revenue account that is earmarked for environmental programs and projects.    We have uses these funds to fund the stormwater efforts on municipal projects.   
The Town of Ocean City looks for every opportunity to provide retrofit of existing infrastructure.  Any time a City Project is proposed we provide alternative surfaces and landscape infiltration.  We did this on the Bayshore Drive, Beach Patrol building, St. Louis Ave project and Northside Park.  We have installed a stormwater Baffle Box which filter 90 acres in north Ocean City.  We have installed submerged gravel wetland and storm drain inserts.  We have a grant from FEMA to install 25 back flow preventers to help reduce the tidal water from backing up in the storm drain.  In addition, we clean our beaches every night and we sweep our streets daily.

With the development/redevelopment and the municipal property being addressed we turned to the private property.  In order to help the private property with their piece of the storm water management puzzle we have set up a number of projects that would provide incentives for private property.  Mitigation money is used to fund these efforts.  See action for watershed stewardship on private property for compete descriptions.  Included in are rain barrel offers, tree rebates, planting programs for Beach District, rain gardens and BayScape landscaping and a cost share program for storm water retrofits.  These actions are part of the Comprehensive Conservation Plan for the Maryland Coastal Bays Program
These Town's stormwater program may not fit the CLASSIC definition of a stormwater program but it work for our 2.5 sq mile ultra urban town.  But this is our standard operating procedures and anytime we can include an environmental cleanup is bonus to our efforts to protect the water quality.  Tourism is our number one industry and the main reason people come his is for the water based activity. The Town is committed to protecting our water quality.

